[Amyloid pseudotumor disclosing non-secretory myeloma. Ultrastructural demonstration of the role of histiocytes in intratumoral amyloidogenesis].
A 69 year old woman presented initially with an amyloid tumour of the rib. Six months later, she developed a plasma cell tumour of the left acromion diagnosed as an IgG kappa myeloma. Electron microscopy of the initial costal lesion and the plasma cell tumour showed a close resemblance between the dystrophic plasmacytes, which had no morphological evidence of intracytoplasmic amyloid fibrils, and the histiocytes, many of which contained these fibrils and were probable sites of amyloid secretion. This suggests that the costal amyloid tumour was probably the result of transformation of a previous plasma cell tumour, and that intra-tumoural amyloid deposits have the same origin as the systemic amyloidosis observed in cases of multiple myeloma, i.e. the histiocyte.